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Jamie Paris’s essay both establishes and theorizes the instability of whiteness within The Changeling. Situating 
the play’s anxieties about ‘bad blood’ within the context of Spanish conceptions of limpieza de sangre (purity 
of blood), Paris demonstrates that Beatrice-Joanna’s whiteness is inherently conditional, a conditionality that 
reveals the fictionality of whiteness in early modernity (and beyond). 
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